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Abstract 

This article intends to systematically clarify the relationship between individual 

and community exposed by Aristotle in his well known treatises of The Politics and 

The Nicomachean Ethics. Being based on Aristotle’s works plus contemporary 

interpretations on them, we divide the study into three parts: the part of individual,  

that of community and the natural relationship between the proceeding two parts. The 

way according to which these three parts are linked to one another is supported by 

referring to four sources: 1) The idea of combining “matter” and “form” propounded 
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in Aristotle’s Metaphysics is analogically helpful in examining the political 

relationship among citizens. 2) Then, we point out that the establishment of political 

relationship, in terms of Aristotle’s The Physics, is a “natural process” leading ahead 

from the primitive state to the accomplishment of its “end”. 3) After the exposition of 

the “natural relationship”, we put forward the idea that, the “duty” of an individual,  

explained in The Nicomachean Ethics, is the accomplishment of his/her end. 4) 

Finally, what says in The Politics is based on the extension of the individual duty to 

that of the community. This article concludes that The Politics inclusively synthesizes 

the ideas developed in Aristotle’s philosophical system.  

 

Keywords: Aristotle, Political Philosophy. Ethics, Nature, Community, 

Individual 
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