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The Origin of Sufi Thought in the Hui Jing-tang in Ming-Qing Era
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ABSTRACT

The widespread of Islam in China was caused by the Mongol conquest in the 13" century.
Thus my project examines Chinese Islam in the post-Abbasid context, in which Sufi farigah was
the main carrier to the process of Islamization in the non-Muslim land of Eastern Asia. The
eclectic characteristic of Sufism is reflected in the early Chinese Muslim literature, included
Wang Tai-yu’s and Liu Chin’s works. My main question is how Sufism penetrated into the
Chinese Muslim (Hui in Chinese) intellectual and what type of Sufism they professed. In fact,
Wang, Liu and other Hui ‘ulama who wrote the earliest Islamic works in Chinese were trained in
a Chinese type of madrasa, the jing-tang. So I consider the jing-tang as the important cultural
mechanism to develop a Sufi-oriented Islam in China. The original documents regarding the
jing-tang during the period of late Ming and early Qing (from the late 16" century to the early
17" century) will be carefully dealt with in my paper. My method is critical textual-historical
analysis with comparative approach of religious studies in order to trace the origin of Chinese
Islam.
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