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This research attempts to explore and investigate more historical
enthnographic materials regarding the Hui people in the Ming and Qing
dynasties in order to reconstruct the historical process of cultural
accommodation and identification of the Hui people in China, and to
illuminate the origin of the Islamic revival movement of the Hui
intellectual in the Ming-Qing era. Obviously, while Hui became
naturalized in China, they would inevitably face the two crucial
problems to keep their Islamic cultural identity and to accommodate
with the native Chinese culture. Nevertheless, the Hui people
maintained their own Islamic belief so that they had their
independent national consciousness and were not assimilated to the
Han people. I consider that for that matter a key factor was the Hui
intellectual who developed an educational institution to cultivate
the young generation of Hui to be aware of their own religious
tradition.

This research investigates the following four questions 1
How did Muslims immigrate from Western Asia, settle down in China

after the Mongol conquest, as the “eyes-colored people,” and form
the “Hui Hui” people 2 How did the Ming government practice an
assimilationpolicy Under the pressure to be assimilated to the Han,

how did the Hui maintain their ethnic and cultural identities,
particularly the identity of Islamic belief 3 How did the
Jing-tang education, as the main cultural mechanism to succeed
Islamic tradition, originate in Northwest China and spread over the
Hui communities in China after the mid-Ming period 4 Howdid Hui
intellectuals cultivated in the jing-tang interpret their Islamic
tradition How did they understand the similarity, difference and
contradiction between Islam and the three traditions of the Han

people How did they reconcile these traditions

This research tries to combine the theories of religious studies
and anthropology with the method of textual-historical critique in
order to investigate the development of the Hui Islamic belief and
culture in the Ming-Qing eraand its impact on the collective identity



of the Hui people. The relationship between the intellectual and the
cultural or ethnic identity has scarcely been examined in a
systematic way among minority studies, mainly based upon
anthropology. But the comparative religious study inspired by Max
Weber can provide a theoretical foundation to think this issue and
the Hui people offers a good example to do that.

(Max Weber)
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