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Abstract

The purpose of this study isto investigate the
effect of extra stimulus prompts (Chinese
phonetic symbols and English equival ents)
on the acquisition of Chinese characters. Two
experiments were conducted. In experiment 1,
the characters were presented in two
simultaneous conditions (simultaneously
with two phonetic symbols and the English
word, and simultaneously with one phonetic
symbol and the English word) and one
spaced condition. The results indicated that
spaced condition required less trials to reach

the criterion and produced more correct
responses than the two simultaneous
conditions. Experiment 2 added a no-
phonetic symbol condition. Again, the results
showed that the spaced condition produced
better learning than the simultaneous
conditions. In addition, there was no
statistical significant differences between the
spaced single phonetic condition and the no-
phonetic symbol condition. The results of the
two experiments suggested that simultaneous
presentation of Chinese phonetic symbols
and English words hinder the acquisition of
Chinese characters, while spaced these extra
prompts and the character can improved the
learning rate.

Key words: Zhuyin; pinyin; vocabulary
learning; Chinese as a second language;
blocking theory
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