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Japan's Defense Policy and Security in the Asia-Pacific Region�
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Abstract  

The Political, military, and 

economic situations in the Asia-Pacific 

region today have become, to a large 

extent, a focal point in the eyes of the 

international politics observers. 

 

   Although playing an important 

role with their political, military, and 

economic powers, the nations in the 

Asia-Pacific region Asia are still 

unable to build up trust among one 

another and unable to establish a 

regional defense league. Thus, paving 

the way for the emergence of a certain 

superior power among these countries. 

As the US and Russia gradually 

fading out, Japan and Mainland China, 

therefore, is widely believed to be the 

nations which will f ill up soon this 

void of power, and assume the leading 

role in the area of Northeast Asia. 

 

    Japan is not only an economic 

super power today, but also a military 

powerful nation in the world. Under 

the support of the US, Japan develops 

its armaments very quickly. Japan is 

today no more an "economic giant" 

and "political dwarf," but both the 

"economic and military giant." 

Therefore, Japan's defense policy and 

its influence upon the security in the 



 2

Asia-Pacific region have become a 

focal point in the eyes of the 

international politics observers.  

 

   The objective of this article is to 

explore the processes and factors of 

the decision-making of Japan's 

defense policy, in economic, political, 

and cultural aspects. It will at the 

same time analyze the possible 

influences which Japan's defense 

policy might have over the security in 

the Asia-Pacific region. The writers 

will also in this article question and 

examine the alarm about the “Japan 

threat.” In the conclusion, the authors 

will try to forecast the future 

developments of Japan's defense 

policy and make a suggestion of 

foreign policy for the government of 

the Republic of China.  

 

Keywords: Japan's defense, Defense 

policy, Security in the Asia-Pacific 

region, Foreign policy, Decision-making 

theory, Northeast Asia 
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