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A Study on the Resurgence of the Lineage System :
The Case of the Wens in Bingtsuen, Meixian,

Guangdong

(Abstract)

This paper deals with the influence of the lineage system’s
resurgence on peasants’ economic, political and socio-cultural life in
Bingtsuen, Meixian, Guangdong since the 1980’s. First, changes of the
traditional subsistence has been examined in order to find out its origin of
the dynamics and the occupational differentiation. Secondly, gentry
authority and its influence in traditional China has been discussed from
of both positive and negative views. To compare with the old ones, the
new lineage leadership and its traits have been delineated and to describe
how that it copes with the new political situation . Finally, socio-cultural
changes on value system, social relationships of different levels as well
as the organization of dragon dancing groups have been explored for
understanding their social significance.
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