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(state formation) (hegemony)

Using the concepts of state formation and hegemony, this research compares the
policies of de-sinicizing and localizing school curricula in Singapore and Taiwan.
School curricula in Singapore before 1945 and in Taiwan before the 1980s were
highly sinicized and China-centered. They excluded local history, culture, and
language from becoming part of official knowledge. After World War 11, Singapore
underwent decolonization and became an independent nation. Throughout the
process, the government, desperate to construct a Singapore-centered identity, sought
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to suppress Chinese culture and use school curriculum to spread Singapore-centered
consciousness. This state reform, nevertheless, generated a sense of cultural crisis
among the Chinese community and provoked tough resistance. In Tawan, the
government also faced pressure to de-sinicize its school curriculum since the late
1970s. After the withdrawal of support from Washington, Kuomintang, propelled to
transform its state power into Taiwan-based and to constitute a locally oriented
identity, endeavored to de-sinicize and localize school curriculum. Nevertheless,
unlike similar reform in Singapore, this policy of the Taiwan government was
supported by a substantial section of the civil society. This study compares the
formation, implementation, and outcomes of de-sinicizing and localizing school
curricula in the two settings. It develops an anaytical framework by bringing the
variables of racia politics, and socia movement, and state structure into Gramsci’s
theory of hegemony. Data of this research comes from newspapers, official
documents, and published materials from bodies of socia movements. This
comparative study will reveal the uniqueness of curriculum and identity politics in
Taiwan and provide policymakers on education and China-Taiwan relations with
another way of thinking.

Keywords. state hegemony, curriculum reform, national identity, Chinese
culture, Singapore, Taiwan
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