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The Purpose of this Study is based on a valuable source, entitled Shanshui zhi
Bian ( “The Transformation of Landscape Painting” ), a section in Zhang Yanyuan
(ca.815-875)’s Lidai Minghua Ji (Record of Famous Painters of All the Dynasties,
dated 847), to examine the issues evoked in Shanshui zhi Bian, especialy the
formation background of landscape painting as a specific painting genre and the
related problems held during the fifth to the eighth century.

In this study, | will trace early formal and stylistic development of landscape
depiction, mainly consisted of motifs like mountain, rock, and tree, depicted as the
background of figure and narrative paintings, e.g., the ways in which the “outdoor”
scene or “place” were represented, the basic patterns of composition, and the concepts
of space. It surveys the stylistic traditions that pre-conditioned the depictions of
landscape, discusses the regional differences between north and south of China before
the fifth century, locates a new evidence that attests to the gradual complication and
independence during the sixth and seventh centuries, and formulates a “prelude” to
Shanshui zhi Bian.
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